MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL GROWTH HORMONE RESEARCH SOCIETY, September 19, 2008, Genova, Italy.

Present: Council plus approximately 35 members

1. President’s report
Ken Ho - the President of the Society - welcomed all and expressed his admiration and gratitude for the hard work performed by the Local Organizing Committee in preparation for the successful combined GRS/IGF meeting in Genova.

The President further reported that the joint meetings will continue in the future. The next meeting will be in 2010 on Manhattan, 2012 in Munich, and 2014 in Singapore. 

The President informed the Membership that Council has nominated Professor Irie from Tokyo to become Honorary Member of the GRS. He then asked Professor Chihara to present the formal proposal for this. The nomination for Professor Iris’s Honorary Membership was accepted and applauded by the Membership.

The President’s report was unanimously accepted by the membership.

2. Secretary’s report
The Secretary reported that the Society has approximately 450 individual scientists as members. In addition the Society has 9 Supporting Members : Ipsen, Ferring, Genentech, Lilly, Novo Nordisk, Pfizer, Serono, Sumitomo and Tercica.

The Secretary took the opportunity of thanking the Supporting Members for their continued interest in the Society.

The finances of the Society were still in good shape, allowing for a continuation of our support for research in terms of fellowships and travel grants. The financial books of the Society have been audited by a professional accountant. In addition the Honorary Auditors Bengt-Åke Bengtsson and Stephen Shalet had audited the books and found everything to be in order.

The Secretary’s report was unanimously accepted by the Membership.

3. Elections
Ken Ho informed the General Assembly that as per bylaws he would retire at the end of the Genova meeting to take up position as immediate Past-president. 

The new President of the Society would be Christian Strasburger. As new President-elect Council nominated Jens Christiansen, which was approved by the Membership.

Council proposed that Gudmundur Johannsson should be appointed new Secretary to the Society. This nomination was accepted by the Membership with applause.

Drs. Deal, Chihara, and Clayton were at the end of their four-year term in Council. Council nominated all three for re-election for a second (and last) term. This nomination was approved by the Membership.

Dr. Cohen retires from Council after eight years. Council had asked Dr. Cohen to accept an ex-officio position in Council as liaison officer with the IGF Society. This appointment was approved by the Membership.

In accordance with the bylaws, Council suggested to keep Dr. Cohen’s seat in Council open for future nomination.

Dr. Clemmons retires from Council. The Nomination Committee had nominated Mark Blackman and Andrew Hoffman for election to Council. A ballot was carried out amongst the Membership, and Dr. Hoffman was elected for Council for a four-year period.

Council suggested Dr. Clemmons to be elected as chairman of the Nomination Committee for a six-year period. This nomination was accepted by Membership.

4. The Editor-in-chief of Growth Hormone and IGF Research Jens Christiansen reported on the state of the journal. The impact factor was steady around 2. The number of articles submitted on a yearly basis has increased by more than 50 per cent - and unfortunately so has the rejection rate.

5. On behalf of the Society the President Ken Ho thanked the organizers of the Genova meeting - in particular Dr. Francesco Minuto - for their hard work. He also expressed the Society’s gratitude to Dr. Clemmons for his 14 years of devoted service to the Society. 

Thereafter he handed over the ceremonial tie to the incoming president Christian Strasburger. 

6. There being no further business, the President closed the meeting and thanked all for their participation.
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